140                                 ON ECONOMICKS;
CHAP.     238. * GIVING no pain to any creature, let him col-Iv-    < lect virtue by degrees,  for the sake of acquiring a ' companion to the next world,   as the white ant by ' degrees builds his nest;
239.  ' For, in his passage to the next world, neither
<  his father, nor his mother, nor his wife, nor his son, ' nor his kinsmen,   will remain in his company :   his 4 virtue alone will adhere to him.
240.  ' Single is each man born; single he dies j sin-' gle he receives the reward of his good,   and single
*  the punishment of his evil, deeds:
241.  * When he leaves  his corse,   like a log or a c lump of clay, on the ground, his kindred retire with ' averted faces; but his virtue accompanies his soul.
242.  ' Continually,   therefore,   by  degrees,   let him ' collect virtue,  for the. sake of securing an insepara-
*  ble companion;   since with virtue for his guide, he
*  will traverse a gloom, how hard to be traversed!
243.  * A man,   habitually  virtuous,   whose   offences
*  have been expiated by devotion,   is   instantly con-c veyed after death to the higher world, with a radiant
<  form and a body of ethereal substance.
244.  < He, who seeks to preserve an exalted rank,
*  must  constwitly form  connexions with  the   highest ' and best  families,   but   avoid  the   worst   and  the
*  meanest,
245.  4 Since a priest, who connects himself with the
< besl